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believed that the Sultan Hussein at that stage would
be influenced by so unimportant an incident. It is
worthy of note, also, that neither he nor Von Kressen-
stein, in their respective memoirs, speak of the point
as an argument in favour of the dispatch of the
expedition against Romani. Common report among
the Turkish troops ascribed the origin of the campaign
to a very different cause : no less than a desire upon
the part of Von Kressenstein to mark his appointment
to command a field army. It is not impossible that
the senior Turkish officers serving in the Sinai theatre
felt some natural soreness from their supersession by
a foreigner, and that Von Kressenstein was anxious to
prove his fitness for the new post. However that
may be, a strange and improbable story, current in
every camp, declared the existence of friction between
the Turkish officers and their German chief. Von
Kressenstein, the gossip went, started his march on
Romani without the knowledge or approval of Djemal
Pasha. Among those who did not scruple to express
their resentment at this audacious action was Bami
Bey, Commandant of the Arab Camel Corps. During
the engagement at Romani, or later at some point
during the retreat, the Bey was covering the exposed
flank of the main body. Finding his own unit in
danger of being cut off, he turned north to get the
support of the column. Von Kressenstein mistook the
camel troopers for the enemy, and opened fire upon
them: Sami Bey was furious, and accused Von
Kressenstein publicly of disloyalty. It is quite possible
that a mistake in the identity of the flanking troops
was made, and possibly also a court of inquiry was
held later to establish the facts. But it is highly
unlikely that the court suggested, as gossip gravely
declared, that Sami Bey should be given command
of a second expedition, and if he succeeded where
Von Kressenstein had failed, that the latter should be